
 
 
DRAFT MINUTES 
 
Meeting: Meeting of the Board of the Stockport Town Centre West Mayoral Development 

Corporation 
 
Date:  21 July 2023 
 
Time:  3.00pm – 3.10pm 
 
Place:  Stockport MDC Office, 4-6 Grand Central, Stockport, SK1 3TA 
 
 
 
Present: 
 
Board Members 
Eamonn Boylan (Chair) 
David Hodcroft (Infrastructure Team Lead) as substitute representative for Simon Nokes (Executive 
Director of Strategy & Policy – Greater Manchester Combined Authority) 
Andy Green (Senior Manager – Partnerships and Business Development) as substitute representative for 
Danielle Gillespie (Director – Homes England) 
Councillor Mark Hunter (Leader of Stockport Council and Liberal Democrat Group Leader) 
Councillor David Meller (Labour Group Leader - Stockport Council) 
Caroline Simpson (Chief Executive - Stockport Council) 
 
Officers of the Corporation 
Paul Richards (Chief Executive) 
Michael Cullen (Finance Director) 
Kate Critchley (Corporation Solicitor) 
 
Officers of Stockport Council 
Frances Jones (Head of Strategy and Operations) 
Jessica Greenhalgh (Commercial Contracts Solicitor) 
 
Observers  
Councillor Anna Charles-Jones (Independent Ratepayers Leader – Stockport Council) 
Councillor Gary Lawson  (Green Party Group Leader – Stockport Council) 
Councillor Matt Wynne (Edgeley Community Association Group Leader – Stockport Council) 
 
 
1. Welcome and Chair’s Opening Remarks 

 

1.1 The Chair welcomed those present to the board meeting of Stockport Town Centre West Mayoral 
Development Corporation (MDC). 
 



 
 
1.2 The Chair noted that the appointment of members to the MDC Board is a function reserved to 

the GM Mayor, in consultation with the Leader of Stockport Council.  Eamonn Boylan (Chief 
Executive of Greater Manchester Combined Authority and Transport for Greater Manchester) 
confirmed that, following the sad passing of Lord Kerslake, he had been appointed by the GM 
Mayor as a board member of the MDC and also as chair of the MDC for an interim period.   
 

1.3 The Chair confirmed that the GM Mayor had exercised his powers to appoint Cllr David Meller to 
the Board.   
 

1.4 The Chair and Board paid tribute to Lord Bob Kerslake.  His experience, direction, insight and 
compassion shaped the way in which the MDC has worked and he will be hugely missed. 
 

 
2. Apologies for Absence 

 

2.1 Apologies for absence were received from Dr Louise Brooke-Smith, Simon Marshall and Debbie 
Marshall.    
 

2.2 The Chair noted and approved the attendance of David Hodcroft and Andy Green as substitute 
representatives for Simon Nokes and Danielle Gillespie respectively. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest 

3.1 Paul Richards declared his directorship of Stockport Hotel Management Company Limited, 
Stockport Exchange Phase 2 Limited and Stockport Exchange Phase 3 Limited.  The companies 
each have an interest at Stockport Exchange which lies within the MDC boundary.  No further 
action required to be taken. 
 

3.2 There were no other declarations of interest relevant to items on the agenda. 
 

4. Minutes of the Meeting Held on 24 March 2023 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 March 2023 were approved as a correct record and the 
Chair was authorised to sign them.  

 

5. Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022 / 2023 
 

5.1 The Finance Director of the MDC presented a report detailing the requirement under the 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 for the MDC to complete and publish an Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return (AGAR).  This noted that legislation required the AGAR  to be submitted 
to the MDC’s appointed external auditors by Monday 3 July along with the necessary backing 
documents and the commencement date for the exercise of public rights. However, due to the 



 
 

exceptional circumstances an extension to the submission deadline had been agreed and the 
revised submission deadline is 31 July. 
 
 
The Board confirmed that the AGAR was reviewed and approved, and agreed to the 
following recommendations: 
 

5.1.1 That the Chair and Chief Executive sign section 1 of the AGAR; 
5.1.2 That the Chair signs section 2 of the AGAR; 
5.1.3 That the period for exercise of public rights of Tuesday 25 July 2023 – Tuesday 5 

September 2023 is agreed and approved; 
5.1.4 That form 16 ‘Making Provision for the Exercise of Public Rights 2022-23’ will be 

published the day prior to the commencement date of the period for exercise of 
public rights, which will be Monday 24 July. 
 

5.2 The Chair and Chief Executive then proceeded to sign the AGAR as follows and in the 
following order: 

 
5.2.1 Section 1 by the Chair and the Chief Executive; 
5.2.2 Section 2 by the Chair.  

 
6. Any Other Business 
 

The Chief Executive confirmed that Kate Critchley (Corporation Solicitor) would be going 
on maternity leave shortly and that a report would be brought to the next board meeting 
regarding interim arrangements. 

 
7. Close of Meeting  

The meeting ended at 3.10pm. 


