
 
 
 
Mayor Andy Burnham 
Churchgate House 
Manchester  
 
 
 
14th January 2022 
 
 
Stockport Mayoral Development Corporation – Board Membership Arrangements 
 
 
Dear Mayor Burnham, 
 
I am writing to you in advance of the next Stockport Mayoral Development Corporation board 
meeting, due to take place on Friday 21st January, to ask you to exercise your statutory powers in 
relation to your appointment of Lord Kerslake and Pam Smith to the MDC Board. 
 
As you know, the MDC is very fortunate to have Lord Kerslake as Chair and the organisation has 
gone from strength to strength since you appointed him in January 2020.  You may recall, however, 
that Lord Kerslake’s appointment was explicitly for a two-year period and is therefore due to end at 
the next board meeting.   
 
I have consulted the MDC board members (including Stockport Council’s Leader, Cllr Wilson, and the 
Group Leaders of the Liberal Democrat, Conservative, and Independent Ratepayers parties) about 
the matter and have received unequivocal and unanimous direction from them to recommend the 
extension of Lord Kerslake’s appointment as both a board member and as Chair.   
 
I have also consulted Lord Kerslake himself who has indicated that he would be happy to accept an 
extension to his appointment with no change to his current level of remuneration. Lord Kerslake has 
indicated that he would be willing to agree to a further three-year term if you were minded to 
appoint him on that basis. 
 
The MDC’s Constitution, in keeping with the enabling legislation, requires all appointments to the 
Board to be made by you and specifies that your powers to appoint Board members cannot be 
delegated.   
 
In line with the directions I have received from the MDC board, I would like to recommend therefore 
that you exercise your statutory powers to: 
 

 Extend Lord Kerslake’s appointment to the board for a further three year term beginning on 
21st January 2022 
 

 Extend Lord Kerslake’s appointment as Chair of the MDC board for the duration of his 
appointment as an MDC board member  

 



The second point about membership of the MDC board that I would like to raise with you relates to 
the Chief Executive of Stockport Council. 
 
As you are aware, Pam Smith has moved on to become the new Chief Executive of Newcastle City 
Council and the Council has appointed Caroline Simpson as its new Chief Executive from the 4th 
January 2022.   
 
I have consulted the MDC board members about the appointment of Stockport Council’s Chief 
Executive to the MDC board and again have received unequivocal and unanimous direction from 
them to recommend to you that Caroline Simpson be appointed to the board in place of Pam Smith.   
 
I would therefore like to recommend that you exercise your statutory powers to: 

 

 Terminate Pam Smith’s appointment as a member of the MDC board 
 

 Appoint Caroline Simpson as a member of the MDC board in her capacity as Chief Executive 
of Stockport Council 

 
I trust that this letter provides sufficient detail to allow you to make a decision on using your 
statutory powers to make the changes to the MDC’s Board that I have recommend above but I shall 
be happy to provide any further information that you may require. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Paul Richards, MRICS 
Chief Executive, Stockport Mayoral Development Corporation 
 


